APPLICATION GUIDANCE: 

How to join and what to expect in the first few months…


· We're excited about the positive response to our newly reimagined CDS Artist Community, announced in July. We want to thank everyone who has shown support and joined us at our artist gatherings!


· This guide is here to make it easier for you to apply to join us. It builds on the information shared in our full invitation (easy read) and outlines what you can expect during your initial months of joining. 


· You can also hear directly from artists about their experiences in the community here.


· Ready to apply? You can complete the application form here.


· Applications will be open from Monday, September 4th (starting at 6 pm) until Friday, October 6th (closing at 6 pm).





Eligibility and Guidance


Who can join? 

· Artists in dance, performance, live art, or related fields.

· Non-artists (producers, curators, writers) welcome. 

· No formal training or degree required; no need to consider yourself a 'professional artist.'

· If you are studying a BA, we ask that you finish before joining. 

· Must read our Community Culture, which includes antiracist practice reflection (non-black artists will attend training webinars). 


Our Selection Prioritises:

· Artists with less institutional support, including early career and older artists.

· Historically underrepresented people: black, brown, and global majority heritage artists, as well as disabled and neurodivergent artists. 





Key Info 

Two Ways to Join

· Activators: Engage actively with CDS for up to two years. Attend 4-6 gatherings yearly and help shape CDS activities.

· Collaborators: Feel connected to CDS but have less time. Enjoy benefits and support in a role that fits your schedule.


Community Values

· We respect all, act transparently, and prioritise ethics.

· We're anti-racist, eco-conscious, and non-discriminatory.

· Our values include collectivity, autonomy, and inclusivity.


Cost

· £3 per month or £30 per year.

· We can discuss cost barriers.

· We use these funds to get further support from funders like Arts Council England.



Accessibility

· Our current location has stair access only.

· We're advocating for ground floor access in a future building development.

· See more about the building’s access details here.


Inclusion for Disabled Artists

· Most activities are on-site, so if our building is inaccessible to you, we regret that we cannot currently support you to join as an Activator

· We aim to remove other access barriers and partner with venues for more inclusive opportunities.


Application Assistance

· Join our Zoom session on Wednesday, September 20th, 1-2:30 pm, hosted by Artist Community Producer Frances Morgan for application help.

· Email General Manager Rachel Goodsall, rachel@chisenhaledancespace.co.uk, for one-to-one support. She can assist with your application over the phone or in person.



Selection Process

· We won't judge applications based on artistic merit, profile, or quality. 

· We use a lottery-based selection process to ensure fairness. 

· Applications are checked for eligibility by CDS committee members and staff. 

· We’ll prioritise global majority, disabled, and neurodiverse applicants for Activator places. 

· Artist will be contacted week commencing 9th October with the outcome. 


Application Questions


On the next page are the questions included in the online application form. 

You can email us an audio / video recording of your answers if you prefer. Please send via WeTransfer to: frances@chisenhaledancespace.co.uk

Or you can speak to Rachel to fill in the form over the phone / in person. Please email: rachel@chisenhaledancespace.co.uk to arrange this, or call 020 8981 6617.


Personal details including name, email, phone number, address, and pronouns.

Do you identify as black, brown / global majority / a person of colour?

Do you identify as disabled, neurodivergent, or living with a long-term health condition?

Do you have any access requirements that you would like to make us aware of? (Read more about how we can support you here).

Which role would you like to take on, Activator or Collaborator?

Tell us a bit about your practice – 100-200 words. 

Why are you interested in joining the CDS Artist Community? – 100-200 words.


____________________________


The First Few Months

You'll receive a welcome pack via email in mid-October with all the information you need. 

Activators meet every 2-3 months, while Collaborators meet twice a year. Dates will be set in advance. Here are some key events:
Activators Welcome Gathering

Date: 2nd November

Time: 7-9 pm

Location: CDS

A chance for Activators to meet and greet, enjoy food, and learn about our space and community. We’d love for all Activators to try and make it!


Artist Community Welcome Zoom

Date: 9th November

Time: 7-8:30 pm

A virtual gathering for the entire Artist Community. Discover how to get involved and connect with fellow artists. Can't make it? No worries!


Artist Community Winter Party
Date: 14th December

Time: 7-9 pm

Location: CDS

Join us for our end-of-year celebration, open to everyone with entertainment, food and drink! 
Other opportunities coming up… 

· Winter Workshops: A three-day intensive with workshops, networking, and more. More details coming. 

· Greenhouse: A development program for Activators who are marginalized with an idea that needs support. Applications will open on November. 

· WTF Thursdays: Space every week for artists to host events for free. Get involved here. 


Final Info 

· More opportunities and events will be announced in October/November.

· If you have questions, please contact Frances Morgan, Artist Community Producer: frances@chisenhaledancespace.co.uk.

· We're excited to receive your applications and hope to welcome you soon!
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